September 11, 2022

• • GET CONNECTED • •

This is a copy of our Email Newsletter, all links referred to can be found at
www.centennialumc.org when you click on the button that says “Upcoming Church Events.”
You can also find information on our website about Small Groups, Care Teams, Service Opportunities,
Kids & Youth Activities, Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals, Adult Music Groups, and other Support.

Join us for our Sunday Worship services:
Worship at Roseville Campus is at 9:00am and will be
live streamed on our Youtube Channel [CLICK HERE].
St. Anthony Park Worship is at 10:30am and is live
streamed on our Facebook Page [CLICK HERE].

Preaching this week:
Pastor Dave Comstock

• TOP ANNOUNCEMENTS & EVENTS •
Welcome Sunday Cookout St. Anthony Park Campus: Sunday, September 11th 11:30am St. Anthony Park Campus Lawn
| Join us on Sunday, September 11th for a welcome Sunday cookout following the worship service at the SAP campus!
Hotdogs, brats and vegetarian/vegan dogs. No need to bring sides, all provided! Bring a lawn chair or picnic blanket and
join us! If you would like to help prep or serve, email Amanda Schultz at mandaroo112@gmail.com
Save the Date - Welcome Sunday Celebration at Roseville | September 25
Food Insecurity Help: More than 300,000 children in Minnesota live with food insecurity. Some of these children attend
Edgerton Elementary in the Roseville Area School District. For several years, Church and Society has provided volunteers
to pack nutritious food in backpacks for weekends when children don’t have access to school prepared meals. Bags of
food include those with East African, Latino and Southeast Asian dietary preferences and those with ready to eat items
for students in transitory housing situations. Distribution is generally once a month on Friday with occasional Thursdays
or Wednesdays depending on the school calendar and take less than an hour. Starting date is still to be determined but
will occur in September. If you would like to volunteer, contact Bonnie Koch, toouray@aol.com.

Connect Cards: SO... how important is it that I fill out a connection card?? IT IS REALLY
IMPORTANT!! As we slowly emerge from the pandemic it is critical for the pastoral staff
to know who is still with us and who may have slipped away during the time when
normal church life was interrupted. One of the best ways to know that is to pay
attention to who is regularly participating in worship in person and via the internet. So
please fill out either a paper or electronic connect card [CLICK HERE].

• SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES •
Paper Shred Event and Clothing Drive: October 8 and 9 | 9:00-11:00am |
CUMC Roseville Campus | Shred Confidential Paper with #ShredRight4Good
on October 8 only. Donate Winter Clothing on October 8 and 9. Donations
support Emma Norton Housing Services and Alley Shoppe Community
Closet. Hosted by United Women in Faith.
Project Home Book Drive: Elizabeth Simons is working on her Gold Award with Project Home to create a new reading
space full of books and information! To help collect books Centennial will be holding a drive from Sept. 18th - Oct. 9th.
We are looking for children’s books ranging from board books to chapter books, but any books would be greatly
appreciated! Drop them off at the table in Linden Court at RV, and at the back table in the sanctuary at SAP. If you have
questions please contact Elizabeth, esimons023@gmail.com.
Bringing Faith to Life Breakfast: October 26, 8-9 a.m. Mount Zion Temple, St. Paul | Save the date! for Interfaith Action
of Greater St. Paul’s annual Bringing Faith to Life Fundraiser Breakfast where we will gather around tables to hear
updates on IAGSP program achievements and future plans and to raise funds to continue bringing our faith to life to
build economic stability and mobility for our neighbors. Decisions to donate are individual and private. Register to
attend Centennial’s breakfast table by contacting Betty Gumbrell at bcgumbrell@comcast.net.
Mentors needed! Confirmation classes are starting up this September and we would love to partner each student with a
mentor from our congregation. Each mentor needs to take our Safe Gatherings training beforehand which includes a
background check prior to starting. Commitment is two Sunday evenings a month for the school year, full calendar
provided upon request. For more information or to volunteer for this or other youth ministry opportunities, contact
Amanda Schultz at mandaroo112@gmail.com

Help Centennial be good Earthkeepers: In an attempt to take a step to do our best job to save the planet and be good
stewards of the earth as God would want, we have started a new composting program and need volunteers at Sunday
morning coffee hour and other church events to guide people at the new composting, trash recycling bins that are now
in place throughout the church (Roseville Site). Contact Carole White at 651-343-2847 or cjwdew1@comcast.net

• SMALL GROUP OPPORTUNITIES •
Connectivity Join Us: Connectivity Adult Faithwalk Will meet Sundays in-person in Asbury1 as well as on Zoom at 10:30
AM, after the RSV church service. Connectivity will meet on Sunday September 18th with Pastor Whitney at 10:30 AM in
Asbury1 and online with Zoom.
Bowlers Needed for Monday Evening League: Mondays, 6:30pm at The Mermaid Lanes in Mounds View | Centennial
has two four-member teams and we're looking for adult substitute bowlers, male or female. The league starts October 3
and goes through the end of March with a break at Christmas and New Year’s. The averages of the bowlers range from
about 100 to 180 so any ability is welcome, but some league experience is preferred. Please contact Bob Nienaber
bnienaber@centennialumc.org or Peggy Rhodes peggy.l.rhodes@gmail.com.

• COMMUNITY RESOURCES •
Grief Support: Thursdays September 15- October 20 | 6:45-9:00pm | The fall series of the grief support group Growing
Through Loss will be hosted by Lutheran Church of the Resurrection in Roseville. 3115 Victoria St. N. Brochures are
available at the Connection Point and Welcome Center. For more information check the website:
www.growingthroughloss.org.
Free Farmers Market Drive Thru Events: All are welcome! You will receive free, fresh fruits and vegetables. Multiple
days and locations. Please register through the website. Learn more at: https://keystoneservices.org/
Wellness Education Classes: Connect with others and gain tools that can help you take control of your health by
participating in a wellness education class through 2nd Half with Lyngblomsten. Fall 2022 classes include: A Matter of
Balance (Sept 12-Oct 31, 1:30-3:30pm), Powerful Tools for Caregivers (Sept 20-Oct 25, 1:00-2:30pm) and Living Well with
Chronic Conditions (Sept 28-Nov 2, 1-3pm). Visit www.lyngblomsten.org/wellnesseducation for more information and
to register.

• THANK YOU •
Kids in Need Foundation Support: Church and Society thanks CUMC members for their generous help to make sure
students in under-resourced schools get supplies they need to begin a successful new school year. We collected $1,390
in monetary donations and large bags of actual items from both campuses that were delivered to the Kids in Need
Foundation for distribution. Your supplies will provide conducive classroom experiences for students with the tools they
need to be prepared, participate, and engage in learning.

Would you like to submit something to run in our Centennial News? CLICK HERE.

• God at Work •
The Book of Ruth in Action, Centennial Style
In the past few weeks, Pastor Dave and Pastor Whitney have based their
sermons on the book of Ruth, emphasizing the importance of community in
the life of a people of faith.
Meanwhile, 21 volunteers were demonstrating, and strengthening, that sense
of community in building an access ramp at the St. Anthony Park campus. The
ramp is part of a broader project to install a lift to provide access to the
sanctuary and fellowship hall levels. The ramp will clearly help church
members who need access assistance. But it will also benefit the broader
community, such as people in the Seniors program or someone who simply
needs to use the restrooms during the Fourth of July parade. It should help all
feel welcome.
Volunteers contributed their time and energy with no expectation of personal
benefit, but simply to contribute to the common good. Some volunteers had
extensive construction skills and experience, while others had none. Some
excelled in visualizing and constructing parts of the ramp that required
precision, while others were more adept at tasks such as drilling concrete or
sanding the rough corners off to protect the nursery school children who will
play there. All contributed, in different ways and at different times, as they were able.
It’s definitely fair to say that working together on the project increased the sense of community among the volunteers.
We shared the hard work, the heat, and the myriad
of challenges that come with every project. But I
think it’s also fair to say that we all knew why we
were there, to build something that would benefit
others in our church and in the broader community,
to contribute to the common good.
Twenty-one people worked on the ramp, 11 who
normally worship at SAP and 10 who normally
worship at Roseville. People met others whom they
did not know or knew only casually. Some
volunteers were long time members of the church,
measured in decades, while others measured their
experience in weeks and had not formally joined.
But the sense of working together for the common
good created, and strengthened, a sense of
community.
We also had fun. We didn’t have much time to take
pictures because we were focused on the work, but
from the few that we have you can see the sense of
fun and fellowship among the volunteers. We had
lots of reasons to laugh, and I think everyone got
satisfaction from seeing the progress.
I’m definitely not a theologian, but it seems to me
that the people who volunteered for this project
were putting the lessons of the sermons into action.

