June 26, 2022

Joint Service: All are invited to welcome our new transitional Pastor Dave Comstock at our joint worship
service on June 26th at 9:30 am at our Roseville Campus. There will not be a worship service offered at our
SAP campus this day. Masks will be required. [CLICK HERE] to learn more about Pastor Dave.

• • GET CONNECTED • •

This is a copy of our Email Newsletter, all links referred to can be found at
www.centennialumc.org when you click on the button that says “Upcoming Church Events.”
You can also find information on our website about Small Groups, Care Teams, Service Opportunities,
Kids & Youth Activities, Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals, Adult Music Groups, and other Support.

Join us for our Sunday Worship service:

Worship this week is a joint service at Roseville Campus
at 9:30am and will be live streamed
on our Youtube Channel [CLICK HERE].
Preaching this week:
Roseville Campus: Pastor Dave Comstock

• TOP ANNOUNCEMENTS & EVENTS •
Racial Justice Prayer and Action Challenge: Our congregation is joining GCORR (General Commission on Religion and
Race) in the Racial Justice Prayer and Action Challenge. Joining this challenge means committing to a daily prayer and
taking a weekly action. Centennial has also been invited to host a community prayer service for racial justice on July 24,
marking the end of the 6-week challenge together. You can find more information and sign up as an individual [CLICK
HERE]. If you would like a paper copy of the materials, please contact Sara Metz (Roseville) at snmetz@msn.com or
Karensa Fischer (SAP) at patinapatina@me.com.
Project Home, an Interfaith Action of Greater St. Paul (IAGSP) shelter for homeless families with children, is now located at
Provincial Hall near the campus of St Catherine’s University. Volunteers are being sought to help prepare for and clean up
after lunches and dinners on four weekends during August. The time commitments are 11:00 am-1:00 pm for lunches, and
4:00-6:00 pm for dinners. Volunteers are welcome to extend their contribution by reading books, doing artwork, or playing
games after the meal. Sign up online at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4BADAF2BA3FC1-project6 For more
information, contact Deena Strohman from Church and Society at stro0410@umn.edu.

• SMALL GROUP OPPORTUNITIES •
Summer Life Together Group – Whether you’re new(ish) to Centennial or been around a while, you are a beloved child of God
with an incredible story to share. Join a group to share life, stories and community together, and see how God transforms
lives. The first round of Life Together Groups was so inspiring and life-giving we want to see if there’s interest for one or more
summer groups. Groups will be formed of 5-8 people and will meet for 6-9 weeks (depending on how many people are in the
group). [CLICK HERE] to add your name to the list. Exact dates and times will be worked out based on what works for
participants.
Summer Book Study: Starting in mid-late June we're planning to discuss Rev. Tyler Sit's book, Staying Awake: The Gospel for
Changemakers again. The teaser from the back of the book says, "Jesus asks his followers to stay awake, which begs the
question: stay awake to what?" Rev. Tyler is a United Methodist pastor at New City Church in Minneapolis. If you are
interested in obtaining a copy of the book for free and/or would like to participate in one of these groups, please contact Jen
Anderson at janderson@centennialumc.org. We are hoping to have more than one group so there are multiple scheduling
options. The book can also be found here: [CLICK HERE]

• SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES •
Volunteers needed for Funeral Receptions: The funeral committee would like to thank those who have volunteered to bake
and serve at funeral receptions. Those of you who have volunteered for our funeral/memorial services before know how
meaningful this time is for the family. We could still use more volunteers to help us continue serving. Volunteers are needed
to 1) bake cookies and bars, 2) help in the kitchen (set-up, serve, clean-up), and 3) run the dishwasher. Shifts for kitchen
volunteers and dishwashers are typically 3 hours. If you would like to help with receptions, please contact Liz Murray at
eamurr41@gmail.com or text at 651-470-9443 and indicate what you would like to do. If you have served before and would
like to continue, please contact Liz so we can keep our helper list updated. Thank you.
Interested in international mission work? Join the Mission Committee! The Mission Committee continues to look for new
additions to the team. Bring your passion for international mission and your ideas for direction. You can be a great addition
to the team! The team meets on the second Tuesday of each month.
Ushers Needed: The Roseville campus is seeking additional individuals to join its ushering team! Ushering is an easy way to
connect with your Centennial church friends and to support the Sunday worship service. Weekly tasks include handing out
bulletins, assisting with seating, passing the collection plates, and helping to assure the service runs smoothly. Typically four
ushers are needed each week and there is a sign-up schedule for upcoming Sundays posted in the usher’s closet (near the
water fountain). Please feel free to sign up or see any of the ushers if you would like more information.

The Church and Society Committee is sponsoring a fund drive for the Kids In Need Foundation in the month of July. KIN
provides underserved schools with the supplies and resources needed for teachers to teach and learners to learn. Promoting
equity in schools is an invaluable social investment that gives children a deeper perspective and knowledge about the world
around them and empowers them to make wise decisions for their future. Donations can either be cash (make checks payable
to CUMC with KIN in the memo) or school supply items that can be left at the School Supply Drive table in Linden Court July 331. [CLICK HERE] for most needed items. Thank you in advance.
Holy Hammers Habitat for Humanity Project for 2022: The Holy Hammers coalition of churches is helping build affordable
housing again this year. We will be working on two St. Paul projects sequentially from April 25- July 15. The first is finishing up
a new home already underway at 1297 Woodbridge Street and the second is the rehab of an existing home at 564 State
Street. Sign-ups for the project are done electronically. For more information, go to Twin Cities Habitat for Humanity
(volunteerhub.com) or contact Jack Griffin | jacklgriffin@hotmail.com
Snacks and Meals for Holy Hammers: Please help support our Holy Hammers workers by providing snacks (fruit, cookies,
soda), or lunch for 12 (entree and salad) the week of July 11-15. To volunteer, or for more information, please contact Bonnie
Bougie | bougiebj@hotmail.com or Pat Torgrimson |pat.torgrimson@gmail.com
Help Centennial be good Earthkeepers: In an attempt to take a step to do our best job to save the planet and be good
stewards of the earth as God would want, we have started a new composting program and need volunteers at Sunday
morning coffee hour and other church events to guide people at the new composting, trash recycling bins that are now in
place throughout the church (Roseville Site). Contact Carole White at 651-343-2847 or cjwdew1@comcast.net

• COMMUNITY RESOURCES •
Free Farmers Market Drive Thru Events: All are welcome! You will receive free, fresh fruits and vegetables. Multiple days and
locations. Please register through the website. Learn more at: https://keystoneservices.org/
Recording of A Vision of Inclusion: Methodism in Minnesota Today available: The May 19 presentation by Rev. Cindy
Gregorson, Director of Connectional Ministries for the Minnesota Annual Conference, about the Conference’s commitment to
inclusion in tumultuous times was recorded and is now available. To view it, email Pastor Jen at
janderson@centennialumc.org and you will receive the link.

• THANK YOU •
Church and Society thanks the 15 volunteers who have faithfully packed food in backpacks for the Every Meal food
distribution program at Edgerton Elementary in the 2021-2022 school year. While Every Meal participation is open to all
students, 81% of Edgerton students are non-white and 68.1% are free or discounted lunch recipients. CUMC volunteers have
made a difference in these children’s lives by focusing on food gaps – the times when children aren’t at school to access meal
programs – weekends and long breaks. Every Meal will continue its work in the summer using different distribution venues.
Church and Society thanks the CUMC faith community for your incredible support of efforts to build future security for
neighbors in our greater community through this year’s Easter offering. Donations were received of $3,543 for Emma Norton
Services, $3,478 for Habitat for Humanity/Holy Hammers and $4,098 for Fairview Alternative High School Scholarships for
students who are successfully overcoming life challenges. You are a blessing in so many lives.

• Thank you •
Thank you from Pastor Brian & Kay: Thank you, Centennial family, for the marvelous farewell celebration
Sunday on June 5! We will always remember the outpouring of love through the beautiful music, words of
farewell and commemorative video during worship. The wonderful turnout and setting for the lunch provided
by the hospitality team. The program, which included speakers from our previous churches and former
Centennial clergy, and surprise videos from Caitlyn and Colin. We are grateful for the opportunity to say our
good-byes, the congregational financial gift, the quilt from the Piecemakers, the framed photographs of
Brian’s ministry, and all the cards and letters and individual gifts. We are grateful for all the people who
helped make this wonderful celebration happen. We will miss you and always cherish the 20 years of doing
ministry together. It is with confidence and faith that we know the Holy Spirit will inspire you to co-write the
next chapters of Centennial’s life. God bless!

