August 7, 2022

Focusing on the book of Ruth, we will be considering our understanding
of family, belonging, and inclusion. Join us!

• • GET CONNECTED • •

This is a copy of our Email Newsletter, all links referred to can be found at
www.centennialumc.org when you click on the button that says “Upcoming Church Events.”
You can also find information on our website about Small Groups, Care Teams, Service Opportunities,
Kids & Youth Activities, Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals, Adult Music Groups, and other Support.

Join us for our Sunday Worship services:
Worship at Roseville Campus is at 9:00am and will be
live streamed on our Youtube Channel [CLICK HERE].
St. Anthony Park Worship is at 10:30am and is live
streamed on our Facebook Page [CLICK HERE].

Preaching this week:
Pastor Dave Comstock

Risk management is kind of a complicated calculus. There are low
probability high consequence events like Earth getting hit by an
asteroid. It’s not likely to happen but if it does, that’s all she wrote.
So, do we take precautions? There are also high probability, low
consequence events like getting a cold next winter. Will I get one?
Probably. Does it matter? Not really. Do I take precautions? Some
small ones maybe. Then there are high probability, high
consequence events like a car accident. Do I buy insurance and
invest in safety technology? You bet!
As a church and as a society we have gotten way more familiar with these equations since
March of 2020. When the pandemic first started it was a high probability, high consequence
event and we all took precautions that we could never have imagined a few months before
because this was a dangerous virus and people were dying. Over the course of the pandemic,
we have had to adjust and recalculate our risks and our behaviors more than once and it has
not been that much fun and most of us are pretty weary of it.
One of the factors that enter into our calculations is the cost of the mitigations we were
prepared to employ. You remember the arguments over the balance between public health
and economic health. That was a hard calculation, and we went to great expense as a nation
to try to both stimulate the economy and protect public health.
The realities of COVID-19 continue to shift and morph two and half years later. And the
reality is that this will be true for years to come. COVID isn’t going away.
As the Fall season approaches here at the two campuses of Centennial United Methodist
Church, I want to ask you to actively engage again in this risk management calculation. Covid
seems to be getting MORE contagious and LESS dangerous as it evolves but the reality of that
lands differently depending on one’s situation, health, age, etc. and the risk still needs to be
mitigated. However, the COST of these mitigations can be high. The fact is that the Church
cannot fully be the church … virtually. We need to see and hear and touch each other. That
personal contact is one of the ways that we are fed by our inclusion in the body of Christ.
Zoom is an amazing tool for the church and I thank God for it every day, but we cannot be the
body of Christ apart from each other. There is a very real possibility that the church (the
WHOLE church, not just CUMC) may be permanently harmed by our absence from one
another.
As Fall comes closer, I want to ask each of you to reevaluate your risk calculus and see if it
might not be time to consider coming back to in person worship. It won’t necessarily be
perfectly safe. Nothing ever is. But it might be that at this moment, the benefits for you and
Christ’s body might outweigh the risks.
Pastor Dave

• TOP ANNOUNCEMENTS & EVENTS •
Roseville FaithWalk Room Repainting: Sunday, August 14, Roseville campus, starting at 1pm | If you're handy with a
paintbrush, we'd love all the help we can get giving a couple of the kids FaithWalk rooms at Roseville a fresh coat of
paint. We'll start at 1pm and plan to wrap up no later than 6pm. Let Pastor Jen (janderson@centennialumc.org) know if
you can make it for all or part of the afternoon so we can have plenty of painting supplies on hand.
Centennial News Submissions Form: We are no longer accepting email submissions but are instead switching over to a
new system of submitting announcements or photos for the Centennial Newsletter. We now ask you to fill out this
Google form with your submission [CLICK HERE]. This will allow everyone on the communications team to access
submissions at any time and will reduce the likelihood of submissions not making it into the News by getting lost in
cluttered inboxes or sent to the wrong person. The form has instructions to assist in filling it out but if you have any
issues or concerns you can contact Destiny Brekke at dbrekke@centennialumc.org. Thank you so much for your
cooperation.
Pastor Dave needs your help! If you are part of the leadership of a church committee or ministry and have an I-phone
(with an active contact list) would you please TEXT (share contact) Pastor Dave your own contact info? This will allow
him to quickly build his contact list and assign people to specific Email lists. He will respond with his contact information
for you to add to your contact list. Pastor Dave’s cell phone is: 317-506-8184. Thank you!

• SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES •
Help Centennial be good Earthkeepers: In an attempt to take a step to do our best job to save the planet and be good
stewards of the earth as God would want, we have started a new composting program and need volunteers at Sunday
morning coffee hour and other church events to guide people at the new composting, trash recycling bins that are now
in place throughout the church (Roseville Site). Contact Carole White at 651-343-2847 or cjwdew1@comcast.net
Ushers Needed: The Roseville campus is seeking additional individuals to join its ushering team! Ushering is an easy way
to connect with your Centennial church friends and to support the Sunday worship service. Weekly tasks include
handing out bulletins, assisting with seating, passing the collection plates, and helping to assure the service runs
smoothly. Typically four ushers are needed each week and there is a sign-up schedule for upcoming Sundays posted in
the usher’s closet (near the water fountain). Please feel free to sign up or see any of the ushers if you would like more
information.
Volunteers needed for Funeral Receptions: The funeral committee would like to thank those who have volunteered to
bake and serve at funeral receptions. Those of you who have volunteered for our funeral/memorial services before
know how meaningful this time is for the family. We could still use more volunteers to help us continue serving.
Volunteers are needed to 1) bake cookies and bars, 2) help in the kitchen (set-up, serve, clean-up), and 3) run the
dishwasher. Shifts for kitchen volunteers and dishwashers are typically 3 hours. If you would like to help with receptions,
please contact Liz Murray at eamurr41@gmail.com or text at 651-470-9443 and indicate what you would like to do. If
you have served before and would like to continue, please contact Liz so we can keep our helper list updated.

• COMMUNITY RESOURCES •
St. Cloud State University Driver Discount Program: August 18, 2022 12-4pm Fellowship Hall | Sign up for the Driver
Refresher course by calling 1.888.234.1294 or register online www.driverdiscountprogram.com.
Free Farmers Market Drive Thru Events: All are welcome! You will receive free, fresh fruits and vegetables. Multiple
days and locations. Please register through the website. Learn more at: https://keystoneservices.org/

• God at Work •
Racial Justice
Community
Prayer Vigil:

On Sunday July 24th,
United Methodist
congregants of the MN
Annual Conference got
together to pray for
lamentation, healing,
repentance hope, and
liberation for racial
justice in our
community and world.
Participants prayed in a
variety of ways, remembered their baptisms, took part in communion and joined their voices together in
closing with the song “Draw the Circle Wide”. Please be on the lookout for more MN Annual Conference
events coming this fall and ways to participate in racial justice as a community!

FLAMES Pig Roast:

The participants in our Flames ministry
and their families gathered at the home
of the Sorenson's for a Summer picnic
and pig roast. The weather was great,
the company was like family, and a fun
time was had by all!

